
Where:  Franklin Marriott Conference Center / Hotel                                                          

.              Cool Springs    700 Cool Springs Blvd.,  Franklin, TN  37067                                    

When:   Friday, April 14th - Dealer Set up & Members Only 8 am - 12 pm        

    Public Admitted 12 pm - 6 pm                                                                         

    Saturday, April 15th-  8 am - 3 pm                                                                                        

Admission:  $5. for Non-Members. TMCA Members get in free - Wear 

badge ,  Children under 12 free.  Also admitted free, if in uniform:  Mem-

bers of  US Military, Fire and Police, R.O.T.C. and military re-enactors.

                                                                                                                  

What Will Be There:  Uniforms, Medals, Insignia, Badges, Helmets, 

Weapons, Veterans, re-enactors.          Buy-Sell-Trade-Display.          

Table Reservations     ‘300’   6 FT. Tables    ~ Members only ~                                

Sale and Display Tables - $45 each.  SOLD OUT, call for waiting list                                                      

Contact Ronnie Townes @ 615-661-9379 to reserve.                          

Room Reservations at Hotel:  Call 615-261-6100 or 1-888-403-6772, and 

ask to receive the TMCA discount rate of $104, plus tax (normal rate is 

$209).                 Deadline for this special rate is March 23, 2017                                                                                                                     
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 NRA President and TMCA Life Member  

Allen Cors makes a visit during our Fall 

2016 Show in Franklin, TN. Mr. Cors is an 

avid collector of WW2 Military Vehicles.  

   Allen Cors earned his bachelor’s degree and law degree 

from the University of Cincinnati and went to work as a 

counsel with the Judiciary Committee in the U.S. House 

of Representatives. He then served as Corning’s Director 

of Government Affairs and Senior Vice President for 34 

years. A lifelong hunter and competitive shooter with a 

passion for collecting World War II military vehicles. 

   Cors has served as president of the NRA Foundation 

and is a member of the NRA’s Executive Committee.  He 

was a principal advocate for the establishment of NRA’s        

Political Action Committee. Cors was elected President 

of the National Rifle Association in April 2015. Cors, 

now retired, was a senior vice president with Corning, 

Inc., where he directed the company’s government      

affairs programs worldwide.  

Allen Cors (black polo shirt) visits with TMCA      

Officers and Board Members.  
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Fellow Historians and Collectors. I usually try to keep any-

thing political out of this Newsletter. This Bill: H.R. 544 is 

not about Republicans or Democrats, Liberals or Conserva-

tives, it is a direct attack on Historians, Collectors, Dealers 

and Conservators of Military Artifacts. Almost all of us have 

owned a Purple Heart at one time or another. This Bill will 

make us all criminals if we buy, sell or even trade them ever 

again.  Just like the Medal of Honor, Purple Hearts will  

simply go overseas to be bought and sold. Our American  

History and Heritage will be farmed offshore to forever. 

Search any foreign website such as emedals Inc. of Canada. 

You will see dozens of American Medals of Honor for sale. 

This is because they became illegal to sell in the USA.     

Passing Bill H.R. 544 will do the same with Purple Hearts…….then what’s next?    Good Conduct medals? 

For Sale on emedals.com         

Canada                   

$20,800 
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Extremely Unique and Very Rare a 

Third Reich Lamp 

               By: Ronnie Townes 

 

In the endeavor to locate new items that enhance our collec-

tion, sometime events that we would have never imagined 

will bring an unusual artifact to our attention.  I have been 

collecting WWII memorabilia for over 50 years.  In that time, 

I have had the pleasure to meet many fine and knowledgea-

ble collectors who have made me aware of things I would 

have passed over.  It was during the 1970’s when I was the 

General Manager for the Continental Inns a hotel in down-

town Nashville that I had such an experience.  During that 

time many State Legislators stayed at the hotel during the 

Session of the General Assembly.  I met a new guest that 

was staying at the hotel, Tennessee State Representative, 

James O. Lanier and his wife Carolyn.  Mr. Lanier was also a 

lawyer and banker in Dyersburg, TN.  He would tell me 

about his interest in WWII and Third Reich items in general.  There is nothing quite like show 

and tell among collectors.  He told me a story about a member of the 101st Airborne who lived 

in Dyer County.  The veteran had told Mr. Lanier that he had found a lamp in one of Hitler’s 

buildings and had brought home from Germany after his tour 

of duty.  Mr. Lanier  was able to acquire the lamp from the 

veteran.  He displayed the lamp on his desk in his library at 

home.  Mr. Lanier passed away in 1991 with cancer.   

A few years passed, Dan Lee and I contacted Mrs. Lanier 

about her late husband’s grand collection.  Mr. Lanier had 

managed to assemble a wonderful variety of collectable mem-

orabilia.  During this visit, I spotted the lamp that he had told 

me about back when we first meet.  I was lucky enough to 

purchase the lamp from Mrs. Lanier.  Mr. Lanier had the 

lamp wired so that it could be used at his home.  I replaced 

the shade that Mr. Lanier had on the lamp.  There was no 

original shade on the lamp when the veteran brought it home.  

I had a lamp designer make the shade in the photos.  The   

designer felt the design used would look period and of the 

type that would have been originally used on the lamp. 
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It had been Mr. Lanier’s belief that the lamp had originated at the German Chancellery build-

ing in Berlin.  After some research, I discovered that it was doubtful that the 101st Airborne 

was ever in Berlin.  They had been the  liberators of Berchtesgaden.  On May 10, 1945, follow-

ing extensive looting and exploring, a film crew arrived to record the happenings for those back 

in the states.  Online there is footage of the 101st Airborne Division, Screaming Eagles in     

Hitler’s mountain retreat and other notable locations.   

It is my belief, that the lamp came from the Eagle’s Nest or the Berghof, since the veteran said 

it was one of Adolf Hitler’s buildings.  But it could be that it came 

from Goring, Bormann, Von Ribbentrop or others who had homes in 

Berchtesgaden.   All of which a solider would have identified to   

Hitler and the Third Reich.   So, which of these famous and fabulous 

buildings did the lamp come from we will never know? 

     I sure enjoy the lamp every day that is now on my desk. 
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  Member of the Year 2016 

Don and Steve Crum 

Dr. Michael Birdwell (Tennessee Tech Univer-

sity history professor and Chairperson of the 

Commission) and other representatives of the 

Commission will share information at our 

Spring Show. 

In honor of the 100th anniversary of the First World War  A cash prize of 

$100 will be awarded for Best-of-Show display at the 2017 spring Show 

WWI Display Winner Fall 2016  

Jimmy Howell — Granddad in WW1 

    

Alabama Military Collectors Association (AMCA) 

August 18th & August 19th 2017 

SUMMER SHOW  - New Location  

114 W Pryor St , Athens, AL 35611 

Events: Event announcements and Ad’s are FREE for all TMCA members–email:  dhoagey@comcast.net 
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CLASSIFIED ADS  Ad’s are  FREE  for all TMCA members – email:  dhoagey@comcast.net 

* * FOR SALE  * * 

 M1903/38 Turkish Mauser 8mm with bayonet $299.00 

 Russian Moisin-Nagant M91/30 rifles from $299.00 to $699.00 

all with bayonets and accessories 

 Colt M1873 SAA revolver US Prop.marked .45LC with Colt 

factory letter $4,500.00. 

 M31 German Army gas mask canister nice original paint with 

filter and shoulder strap $110.00 

 K-98 ammo pouches $50.00 each 

 K-98 bayonet& scabbard”43” asw $80.00  

 K-98 sling $100.00 

 MG 34/42 ammo cans,$40.00 

 German cigarette cards in color. Each depicts scenes from the 

German Army in combat from1914-1945 many to choose from. 

William Price TMCA Life member 

* * Wanted  * * 
Army Air Force Technician 

Badges / Bars 
 

There are 27 authorized bars.       
I am looking for the following in 

STERLING. 
 
AP Hydraulic SP 
AP Machinist 
AP Power Plant SP 
AP Propeller SP 
A.C.S. Radio SP 
Radio V-I Mech. 
Jet Mechanic 
R.C.T. Mech. Gunner 
R.C. Turret Rep. 

Robert W. Wesbrooks 
PO Box 671372 

Marietta, GA 30066 
(678) 429-2490 

 



President:             Jimmy Howell                

Vice President:     Rick Moody                            

Secretary:             Emily Townes                        

Treasurer:            David Hoagey                           

Sgt. at Arms:        Ricky Taylor                  

Show Director:     Ronnie Townes 

PO Box 1006 
Brentwood, TN 37024 

TENNESSEE M ILITARY 
COLLECTORS 
ASSOCAITION  

Phone: 615-661-9379 
www.tmcaonline.org 

TMCA@comcast.net 

 

Medal of Honor Recipient    James Ernest Karnes 

 

James Ernest "Buck" Karnes (July 20, 1889–July 8, 1966), was born in Arlington, Ten-
nessee and grew up in Knoxville, TN. Karnes entered active duty with the United 
States Army's 117th Infantry from the Tennessee National Guard during World War I. 
On October 8, 1918 during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, Karnes' company was 
stopped near, Estrees, France by a German machine gun position. Karnes and Pri-
vate Calvin John Ward, deciding they had "had all they could take" of this situation, 
fixed bayonets, charged and captured the position. This freed their company to ad-
vance against German lines in the last major offensive of the war. Both men received 
the Medal of Honor for extraordinary heroism in this action. 

The Alcoa Highway (US Route 129) bridge over 
the Tennessee River in Knoxville is named after Karnes. 

                   Medal of Honor citation 

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company D, 117th Infantry, 30th Division. 
Place and date: Near Estrees, France, October 8, 1918. Entered service at: Knoxville, 
Tenn. Born: 1889, Arlington, Tenn. G.O. No.: 50, W.D., 1919. 

Citation: 

During an advance, his company was held up by a machinegun, which was enfilading 

the line. Accompanied by another soldier, he advanced against this position and suc-

ceeded in reducing the nest by killing 3 and capturing 7 of the enemy and their guns. 


